
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

The Cleveland Shakespeare Festival 
 
  
Your Project Title: 2018 Shakespeare in the Parks Tour 

Your Project Summary: We will produce two different Shakespeare plays, presented free of charge in a 

variety of outdoor venues across the Greater Cleveland area. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This applicant meets the funding criteria. They perform Shakespeare outside in the summertime 

in a variety of venues, have a light and humorous touch to their PR, embrace the joy of outdoor theater, 

and do it for the love of the work and the community. They partner with Ensemble Theatre, commit to paying 

their performers something, even thought their budget is tight, and are seeking funds from CAC to pay 

artists. Their history indicates their organizational capacity and they should have no difficulty with the match. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This is a huge YES for me! The only way we are going to keep the Arts alive is for more people, 

particularly young people, to fall in love with the Arts. Providing FREE, classical theater performances in 

outdoor settings opens those doors wide open for new audiences to experience theater. I love that CSF is 

using the CAC funding to pay the professionals artists to perform, versus finding volunteers. Gives me 

assurance that the quality of the talent and performance will be great. Public Benefit? Yes. Cultural & Artistic 

Vibrancy? Yes. Organizational Capacity? Absolutely. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: It is not particularly clear how they plan to increase attendance, it is not shown in the budget or 

in the plan. Even as they discuss who would be involved, how will they help promote the series in a way 

that will result in an increase? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The end date of this proposal is listed as a date prior to the start date - is this a typo? The 

application provides a clear representation of the funding criteria. Performers are pulled from the residential 

community where the project is produced and performances are engaging a large population of the 

community who may never have had previous access to this specific work before. The free of charge 

performances ensure significant public benefit and the additional training offered free of charge to the actors 

increases that benefit further still and ensures artistic vibrancy. 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: There needed to be more specific details or a plan of action for how the organization will engage 

what they define as the second part of their community: people with little to no experience with 

Shakespeare. The goals could be more specific and/or articulated in ways that don't make them rely on 

good weather in order to be able to meet them. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

